
The World War I Home Garden 

 

During WWI, Montanan’s benefitted from the University of Montana Agricultural Experiment 

Station publications. Not surprisingly, the January 1918 Circular 75  was titled “The Home 

Garden.” The 30-page pamphlet offered information on locating and planning a garden, as 

well as on soil preparation, irrigation and cultivation.  What amazed this 2018 gardener was 

the diversity of vegetables discussed. I expected information on potatoes, cabbage and 

pumpkins. However, the instrucitons on growing and eating endive, Swiss chard, and 

parsley were welcome surprises. These included a recommendation for taking Parsley 

plants indoors to “supply leaves” during the winter months. What a great idea!  
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